Menacing page prompts probe
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Special report: Cops and kids on MySpace.com 

   "Kill the people of Hightstown High School."

   That group name, particularly chilling in the post-Columbine High School age, was easily found during a recent search of MySpace.com by a Herald reporter.

   The profile of the group, which has three members, comes complete with a naked woman playing with her breasts, a posted forum entitled "we are all gunna die pretty soon," and the comment "heil to hitler."

   Detective Ben Miller, of the Hightstown Police Department, says he's not alarmed because he knows the group's leader, who he said is an ex-student who has been arrested in the past for unrelated offenses.

   "I don't take it as a threat," he said, when alerted to the posting. "I think this is just him voicing his hatred to society rules because that's the type of person he is."

   Detective Miller added, "There are no specific threats mentioned on this site that he's going to kill. I think he's just doing it for the exclamation marks."

   Nonetheless, Superintendent of East Windsor Regional Schools Ron Bolandi, when told of the posting, said he plans to launch a "formal investigation."

   "That (group name) could be a threat," he said. "I will now talk to police and find out if there's anything we should be moving on. ... I'm not going to take that as a joke. If the police know who it is, I would probably want to venture out and talk to the kid and the parents. But I don't know what the police can give me."

   School board member Bruce Ettman said he, too, is concerned.

   "Obviously, the title of it requires review and analysis and deletion," he said when told of the posting last week. "It certainly (is) this sort of inflammatory, violent concept that we have to be fighting against in our society. It certainly has to be addressed really quickly."

   Mr. Ettman said there is "some discussion" of the dangers associated with the Web site at school. But he said he hopes the knowledge of this group advocating violence against students at the school will "awaken people who may not be aware of some security issues, of the security concerns of those types of places."

   "I'm sure there are other schools that have the same repulsive sites about them, but it something that has to be addressed," he added.

   Detective Miller said he has gotten calls from school administrators, teachers and parents regarding other things they've seen on MySpace.com, and that the police investigate each instance. So far, he said, everything has been ruled as non-threatening.

   The posting in question was not the only surprising or offensive one found during a one-hour search of MySpace.com by a Herald reporter.

   On a recent morning, if anyone were to go to MySpace.com's main page, click on the Browse option, choose male and female 18–year-old users located within five miles of Hightstown's 08520 ZIP Code, he or she would have gotten 743 hits, or 743 users, claiming to be 18, in that area alone.

   Profiles for these users included photos of some scantily clad or naked people, and some with very explicit language as part of their user names.

   One user, claiming to be 18, posted pictures of a naked male. In his biography section, the man wrote, "Well, first off, I'm bisexual," and proceeded to describe various sex acts in which he liked to participate.

   The next day, when returning to that member's profile, the area where the photo had been located was marked with a large box that said it was removed because it violated policy. A week later, the same picture was back on the site.

   Searching a five-mile radius of East Windsor's 08512 ZIP code, one girl had placed a profile picture of her face and chest area, which was covered by a tight, low-cut shirt. Another user displayed a picture of herself drinking from a wine glass.

   Going back to MySpace.com's home page, if a user clicked on the "Groups" option and typed in Hightstown in the search, various groups for different classes at the High School appeared.

   One group, labeled as "HHS Class of 'o7" listed 111 users. Another, "HHS Class of 2009" listed 106 members. Yet another, called "Freshman of Hightstown" had 22 members.

   Still another group labeled itself as "J-SQUAD" with 32 users. "J-squad is now one of the most prominent gangs in Hightstown High School," the group's description read. It also explicitly described its hate of "T-Gang."

   In one of the J-Squad group's forums, another MySpace member not affiliated with the group posted a comment that the group was not really a gang, but rather a group of kids who were pretending, and that real gang members don't use the word "prominent" when talking.

   One of the group members replied back, "We are not a gang. We're just friends who like to joke around with large guns."

   Superintendent Bolandi said he had not heard of either group.

   "We do have kids who are gang-wannabes," he said, later adding, "Last year we saw no organized gangs at Hightstown High School." 

